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Background 

Karachi is the business hub of Pakistan but it has a long history of ethnic conflict, 
sectarian violence, land mafias and intra- and inter-party tensions.  The overall  
demographics of the city according to 1998 census  are  Urdu speaking 48.52%; 
Punjabi 13.94%; Sindhi 7.22%; Pashto 11.42%; Balochi4.34%; Seraiki2.11%; others 
12.4%2. As per data available it is reported that in 2003, there were about 183 
seminaries in Karachi with 1,740 teachers, 55,652 local and 5,293 foreign students at 
that time. The media reports also reflect some part being played by above mentioned 
seminaries in Karachi violence. All these have been in play for many years but report 
after Ashura blast have raised serious questions about hands behind the arson incident 
in Karachi. Moreover the reports about burning of Karachi in month of March, 2012 
indicated helplessness of govt to address Karachi issue in national interest. The general 
perception tells that all pasts solutions to violence have been taken in personal 
economic or at the most on political party based interest. 

 Main Violence Incidents 

 ANP & MQM leaders killing 

Another wave of violence has struck Karachi in March 2012.  The killing of an Awami 
National Party (ANP) worker added fuel to the unrest that began a day earlier after the 
murder of an MQM activist. Three people were shot dead, at least seven vehicles set on 
fire while gun battles were continuing in several city areas after unidentified gunmen 
shot dead Zainullah Khan, in-charge of ANP’s Patel Para ward. 

 Jinnah Hospital Blast 

Karachi was struck again on 5th Feb, 2010 on Imam Hussain’s Chelum. Many elements 
are said to be involved in this blast as well. Karachi is always cynosure of attention and 
remains a center of conspiracy and terrorism. Print media considered Jinnah Hosp 
incident a result of sectarian violence. But electronic blamed Jandulla, foreign agencies, 
and govt’s non seriousness. 

 Ashura Blast & Arson incident 

Ashura blast and arson incident that struck Karachi in Dec, 09 was a product of the 
ethnic violence between Pathan and Mohajir. It was said that different agencies 
including Raw were involved in these incidents. Markets were systematically torched by 



miscreants and terrorists with chemicals like phosphorus not by ashura mourner. 
Political parties started blaming each other and some said that it’s a war between law 
enforcement agencies and terrorists. Rehman Malik has confirmed the involvement of 
LeJ. Media discussed these terror incidents and said that Rangers and police were widr 
from the area and after 39 min a group appeared distributing chemicals, phosphorus 
and gloves to violent people to damage market etc. Investigative report prepared by 
Dunya and Aaj substantiated by CCTV footage clips also show the political parties 
involvement (mainly PPP, MQM). After reviewing different programs and reports aired 
on different TV channels it is concluded that TV investigative reports pointed fingers 
towards irregularities and non-serious attitude of the govt and political parties toward 
solving Kci violence as party and individual interests somewhere overpower the national 
interest and retard the problem solution process. 

Target Killings (Mostly Pakhtoons were targeted) 

The incidents of target killings started again on 19 May which was spread over 3 days 
resulted in death of 38 people mostly Pasthoo speaking poor people. It has raised 
another question mark for law enforcement agencies, the local leader of ANP Shahi 
Syed pointed his finger towards Governor Sindh and MQM.  Though the sit came to a 
hold but was not be termed as improved/stable and had germs to trigger anytime as the 
basic cause remained untouched/unresolved. 

 Target killings (educationists and doctors) 

People were killed on the basis of sectarian differences. Religious extremism is 
spreading in Karachi once again. It is being said now that many terrorists leaders have 
entered in Sindh (Karachi) and Punjab and creating menace in these provinces. 
Sectarian hatred is on the boil and has claimed several lives in the last few days. 
Doctors with no clear political affiliations have been gunned down, possibly on sectarian 
grounds. Ethnic and political violence is also rife while the Lyari gang war seems 
unstoppable. These kind of Target killing is going on since 1980s. Some analysts say 
that taliban, land mafia and arms sellers are responsible for violence in the city 

 In the mid of June Govt and MQM have decide to work together to flush out terrorists 
from Karachi and decided to appoint a fact-finding committee to investigate the recent 
target killing incidents in Karachi. Rehman Malik and President Zardari have also 
ordered to launch a ruthless operation against them to restore peace in Karachi. 

Conclusion 



Karachi is a geographical bridge for the outer world from South and Central Asia, which 
has always remained in limelight in great games of past. Now it has emerged as major 
transit point for military and other supplies to Afghanistan for the US and Nato-led anti-
insurgency effort in War on Terror. Post 9/11 violence in Karachi have taken a new 
visage. Apparently the present violence in Karachi seems emerging from vested 
economic interests of individuals, groups, political parties and their wings that are using 
coercive tools to achieve their aims. 

The law enforcing apparatus of police and rangers have been ruthlessly used for 
personal and party interests making them ineffective to address the justified grievances 
of public. Shortage in police along with priorities for their duties has further complicated 
the situation. There are many black sheep in the influential groups of political parties 
which need to be identified and ruthlessly crushed. In order to bring peace in Karachi 
everyone has to put its share by abandoning the individual interest and taking on 
national interest.The answer lies in Who and How the Law enforcing apparatus is made 
autonomous and used against all culprits and not selectively. Another important 
question is can this be handled by only one political party which is also perceived to 
have a militant wing?   

All the violence creating agents including militant wings of political parties,, land mafia, 
bhata group, robberies, kidnap for ransom, mobile and vehicle snatching should be 
checked and investigated properly. All the institutions should be made strong and 
independent so that they can perform their duty without any inducement and political 
influence. Actions should speak louder than words. The words should only cover future 
strategy carrying credibility of implementation. 
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